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BOROUGH  OF  KING’S  LYNN. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

(a)  (Medical) . All  Medical  Officers  are  part  time.  Some  are 
employed  by  the  Norfolk  County  Council  and  hold  Clinics, 
etc.,  in  King’s  Lynn. 

Medical  Officer  to  the  Health  and  Port  Sanitary  Authorities  ; 
Superintendent  of  Infectious  Disease  and  Smallpox  Hospitals 
and  School  Medical  Officer  : — 

JAMES  W.  McINTOSH.  B.Sc.  (Public  Health),  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  F.R.C.S.E. 

Tuberculosis  Officer  (Norfolk  County  Council)  : — 

E.  HOLMES  WATKINS,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Venereal  Disease,  (Norfolk  County  Council)  : — 

JAMES  W.  McINTOSH,  B.Sc.  (Public  Health),  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  F.R.C.S.E. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : — 

E.  M.  BAKER-BURTON,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Consultant  Medical  Officer  under  Midwives  Act  :— 

C.  E.  S.  JACKSON,  F.R.C.S. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Officer  and  Public  Vaccinator  : — 

M.  CHADWICK,  B.A.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

(b)  Veterinary  Surgeon  : — D.  S.  JACK,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Public  Analyst:— S.  GREENBURGH,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 

Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Urban  and  Port  Sanitary  Authority  : 

J.  W.  SHAW,  M.S.I.A.  (Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute) . 

Inspector  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act : — 

J.  W.  SHAW  (Sanitary  Inspector). 

Vaccination  Officer: — G.  H.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

Health  Visitor: — Miss  J.  GILES. 

Midwives  and  Special  Nurses  : — NONE. 
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To  the  Chairman  ami  Members 

OF  TH  E 

Health  Committee  of  King’s  Lynn. 


Health  Office,  Town  Hall, 


Madam  and  Gentlemen, 


KING’S  LYNN, 

June,  1936. 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1935. 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  6,960 

Population  (estimated  middle  of  1935)  23,067 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of 

1935,  according  to  rate  books  ...  6,389 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  £113,620 

Sum  represented  by  the  penny  rate  ...  £445/9/2 


The  chief  industries  are  agriculture,  fishing,  continental  trade 
(chiefly  timber)  at  the  Port.  Chemical,  Engineering,  Beet  Sugar 
and  animal  food  factories.  No  new  industries  have  been  started 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a schedule  of  the  extent  of  unemployment 
in  the  Borough  on  8th  May,  1936,  viz  : — 


Men. 

Boys. 

Women. 

Girls 

Wholly  unemployed 

325 

8 

53 

16 

Casual  Workers  ... 

275 

— 

1 

— 

Temporarily  stopped 

4 

— 

— 

■ — 

During  the  year  382  children  were  born  alive,  and  there 
were  17  stillborn.  There  were  19  illegitimate  children.  The  total 
confinements  were  395,  and  of  these  190  were  attended  by  Midwives 
and  205  by  Doctors.  The  County  Council  paid  for  the  attendance 
of  a Doctor  to  the  Midwives’  cases  on  55  occasions.  21  children 
died  under  one  year,  which  is  a death  rate  of  54.97  per  1,000 
live  births. 

There  has  been  a rise  in  the  birth  rate  from  13.77  to  16.56 
per  1,000.  The  total  number  of  births  has  jumped  from  280  ' 
to  382. 
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The  population  of  the  Borough  has  been  raised  from  20,330 
to  23,067  by  extending  the  boundary.  The  increase  in  the  total 
number  of  children  born  is  greater  than  can  be  accounted  for  by 
the  increased  population.  The  birth  rate  has  risen  quite  distinctly, 
and  is  now  nearly  equal  to  what  it  was  in  1929.  The  actual 
figures  are  small  and  too  much  importance  should  not  be  given  to 
ratio  per  1,000  when  the  total  number  is  only  382. 

About  one  hundred  children  are  supplied  with  milk  at  the 
schools  daily.  The  children  belonging  to  the  unemployed  are 
supplied  free.  The  area  is  not  a depressed  one.  The  physique 
of  the  children  attending  the  elementary  schools  in  King’s  Lynn 
is  good  as  a rule.  It  is  exceptional  to  find  children  suffering  from 
malnutrition,  but  bad  teeth,  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  are 
still  unfortunately  very  common. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total. 

Male. 

Female 

Live 

[ 

Legitimate 

363 

195 

168 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resi- 

Births j 

Illegitimate 

19 

7 

12 

dent  population  16.56 

Stillbirths 

...  • • • 

17 

* 

6 

11 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still  births) 
42.6 

Deaths 

... 

274 

131 

143 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resi- 

*Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes 


Deaths. 

1 


dent  population  11.88 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 
2.5 


Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  puerperal  cases  ...  — 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea,  (under  2 years) 

* 5 Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified. 


54.97 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

BOROUGH. 


1. — (a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

No  change. 
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(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

No  change. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  home. 

No  change. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  V.D.  Clinic  has  started  one  extra  session  per  week  for 
women. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

There  were  54  Infant  Welfare  Sessions  and  24  combined  ante- 
natal and  post  natal  sessions  during  the  year. 

The*  average  attendance  at  the  Infant  Welfare  sessions  was 
26  per  session. 

There  were  241  new  cases  on  the  Infant  Welfare  Register. 
At  the  ante-natal  sessions  there  were  83  patients  who  made  172 
attendances. 

There  were  in  addition  21  post  natal  cases  with  31  attendances. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

No  change.  An  extension  has  been  added  to  the  King’s  Lynn 
and  West  Norfolk  Hospital. 

» 

3. — Maternity  Home. 

The  proposed  Maternity  Home  is  still  under  discussion.  There 
was  one  death  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  and  five  cases  of  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  were  notified. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1. — (i.)  Water. 

Water  has  been  supplied  to  Gay  wood  and  West  Lynn. 

(ii.)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  inclusion  of  West  Lynn  and  Gay  wood  in  the  Borough 
has  raised  serious  problems  as  regards  the  drainage  of  these  areas. 
There  are  approximately  261  houses  in  West  Lynn  and  556 
houses  in  Gaywood,  which  have  no  access  to  sewers.  Water  has 
been  laid  on  to  many  of  these  houses  and  the  only  means  of 
drainage  is  by  so  called  septic  tanks.  In  no  case  are  these  tanks 
adequate  and  the  surplus  water  overflows  into  neighbouring 
ditches  and  is  becoming  a serious  menace  to  the  town.  Plans  for 
providing  proper  sewers  are  under  consideration,  and  will  be  put 
into  operation  as  soon  as  possible,  but  it  will  take  at  least  one 
year  to  get  things  into  working  order. 
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2.— Rivers  and  Streams. 

A proposal  to  build  a salt  water  bath  was  considered.  It 
had  to  be  turned  down  as  the  Public  Analyst’s  Report  on  the  water 
in  the  river  showed  severe  pollution. 


The  Analyst’s  Report  was  as  follows  : — 


River  water  taken  at 
15'  from  surface. 


River  water  taken  at 
4'  from  surface. 


River  water  taken  at 
surface. 


Coliform  organisms  present  in  0.1  cc. 
Number  of  microorganisms  per  cc  de- 
veloping on  Agar  at  37°  C — 450  and 
mould. 

Number  of  microorganisms  per  cc  de- 
veloping at  21°  C — 11,000. 

Coliform  organisms  present  in  0.1  cc. 
Number  of  microorganisms  per  cc  de- 
veloping on  Agar  at  37°  C — 360  and 
mould. 

Number  of  microorganisms  per  cc  de- 
veloping at  21°  C — 16,000. 

Coliform  organisms  present  in  0.1  cc. 
Number  of  microorganisms  per  cc  de- 
veloping on  Agar  at  37°  C — 310  and 

mould. 

Number  of  microorganisms  per  cc  de- 
veloping at  21°  C — 14,000. 


3. — (i.)  Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  a considerable  number  of  closets  in  the  new  areas, 
which  will  be  dealt  with,  when  new  sewers  are  built.  There  are 
in  addition  about  40  houses  in  the  old  area  which  are  not  provided 
with  the  water  carriage  system. 

(ii.)  Public  Cleansing. 

The  system  of  refuse  collection  is  being  re-organised  and  new 
vans  are  to  be  purchased. 

(iii.)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Details  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(iv.)  Shops. 

Details  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(v.)  Smoke  Abatement. 

This  matter  has  been  brought  before  the  Council  on  several 
occasions,  and  warnings  have  been  issued  to  several  factories. 
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(vs,)  Swimming  Baths. 

The  only  swimming  bath  in  King’s  Lynn  is  situated  in  the 
Walks.  A sub-committee  of  the  Town  Council  visited  the  batji 
on  June  28th,  1936.  A report  was  produced  showing  the  condition 
of  the  water.  Various  methods  of  improving  the  condition  of 
the  water  was  discussed,  but  no  satisfactory  conclusion  was 
reached. 

4. — Schools. 

No  change. 

OTHER  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  REQUIRING  NOTICE. 

There  were  no  important  changes  in  the  Sanitary  environment 
during  the  year. 

During  the  year  28  houses  and  16  flats  were  erected  and 
122  houses  and  44  flats  were  in  course  of  erection  to  rehouse 
persons  displaced  from  Slum  Clearance  Areas. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.- — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  136 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 


head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 


Regulations,  1925 

61 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

136 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 

be  in  a 
health  as 

38 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive 

of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  23 


2. — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 

Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ... 


14 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 


(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : 


(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  2 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 
determined  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  gives  details  of  inspection  of 
Farms  and  Dairies. 


T> 
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(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

No  steps  have  been  taken  to  provide  a central  slaughter-house. 

The  present  position  is  that  there  are  eight  private  slaughter- 
houses and  a knacker’s  yard  in  use. 

The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  gives  details  of  action 
taken  as  regards  meat  and  other  foods. 

(c)  Adulteration. 

The  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  was  trans- 
ferred in  November  from  the  Chief  Constable  to  the  Public  Health 
Department. 

The  following  is  a list  of  samples  taken,  viz  : — 


No.  of 

Article 

Proceedings 

Date. 

Sample. 

Purchased. 

Result  of  Analysis. 

taken. 

1935. 

Sept.  30. 

37 

New 

Milk 

Genuine  Milk  ... 

— 

y y 

38 

y y 

y y 

y y y y • • • 

— 

y y 

39 

y y 

y y 

y y y y * • ‘ 

— 

y y 

40 

y y 

y y 

y y y y * • • 

— 

y y 

41 

y y 

y y 

y y y y • • • 

— 

y y 

42 

y y 

y y 

y y y y • • • 

— 

Oct.  24. 

43 

y y 

y y 

y y y y • * * 

— 

y y 

44 

y y 

y y 

Deficient  in  milk  fat 
extent  of  7.33% 

to 

Cautioned 

y y 

45 

y y 

y y 

Genuine  Milk  ... 

• • • 

— 

y y 

46 

y y 

’ y 

y y y y • • • 

. . . 

— 

y y 

47 

y y 

y y 

y y y y • • • 

. . . 

- — - 

y y 

48 

y y 

y y 

Deficient  in  milk  fat 
extent  of  4.0% 

to 

Cautioned 

Oct.  25. 

49 

y y 

y y 

Genuine  Milk  ... 

• . • 

— 

y y 

50 

y y 

y y 

y y y y • • • 

. . . 

— 

y y 

51 

y y 

y y 

y y y y • • • 

. . . 

— 

y y 

52 

y y 

y y 

Deficient  in  milk  fat 
extent  of  7.66% 

to 

Cautioned 

Dec.  18. 

53 

y y 

Yy 

Deficient  in  milk  fat 

to 

Summoned 

extent  of  20.33% 

. . . 

(Fined  £1 ) 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

This  was  carried  out  by  S.  Greenburgh,  Esq.,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 
Public  Analyst,  Cambridge. 

Sample  from  the  Health  Department  submitted  for  analysis  ' 


11 


A sample  of  tomatoes  was  forwarded  to  the  Public  Analyst 
for  chemical  examination.  The  report  of  the  Analyst  indicated 
that  no  trace  of  poisonous  substances  could  be  found. 

(e)  Nutrition — -Dissemination  of  knowledge. 

Mr.  Gascoigne  again  lectured  on  food  and  drink  in  the  schools. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

There  was  1 case  of  Smallpox  notified  and  removed  to 
hospital.  An  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  came  from 
London  to  examine  the  patient  and  the  question  of  whether  this 
was  a case  of  Chicken  Pox  of  an  unusual  type  was  discussed. 

There  were  69  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  46  of  which  were  school 
children,  33  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital.  No  deaths  were  attributed  to  Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  12  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  of  these  3 were  removed 
to  hospital.  There  was  1 death  from  Diphtheria. 

There  were  5 cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  1 death  from 
Puerperal  Sepsis. 

The  number  of  cases  treated  in  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  was  36,  viz  : — 33  Scarlet  Fever  and  3 Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis. 

No  further  steps  could  be  taken  in  view  of  the  small  number 
of  cases  and  the  absence  of  public  interest. 

There  were  17  male  and  15  female  deaths  from  Cancer.  No 
local  action  was  taken  to  improve  health  instruction  in  regard 
to  this  disease. 

Facilities  for  cleansing  verminous  persons  exist  and  are  in 
use  at  the  Public  Assistance  Institution.  Bedding  and  rooms 
which  have  become  infected  from  any  source,  are  dealt  with  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  of  1919  is  administered 
by  the  Corporation.  The  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  gives 
full  details  of  the  Action  taken  during  the  year. 

As  regards  Insect  Pests,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  dealt  with 
all  applications  that  have  been  made. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  1935. 
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Borough  of  King’s  Lynn — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1935  and  previous  years. 


Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Death-rates,  and  Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases 

in  the  year  1935. 

England  and  Wales,  London,  121  Great  Towns  and 

140  Smaller  Towns. 

(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


England 

and 

Wales 


121  County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 


HO 

Smaller 
downs 
t Resident 
P<  >pula- 
tion  25,000 
to  50,000  at 
1931 

'Census 


I .onclon 
Admin  i- 
st  alive 
County 


Rates  per  1,000  Population. 


Births  : — 

Live 

14.  7 

14.  8 

14.  8 

13.  3 

Still 

0.62 

0.68 

0.64 

0.52 

Deaths  : — 

All  Causes 

11.  7 

11.  8 

11.  2 

11.  4 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fevers 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.00 

Scarlet  lever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough 

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

Diphtheria 

0.08 

0.09 

0.07 

0.06 

Influenza  ... 

0.18 

0.16 

0.17 

0.1 1 

Violence  ... 

0.52 

0.45 

0 44 

0.51 

Notifications  : — 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

2.96 

3.19 

2.75 

2.64 

Diphtheria 

1.60 

1.96 

1.34 

2.25 

Enteric  fever 

0.04 

0.04 

0.06 

0.05 

Erysipelas 

0.42 

0.48 

0.37 

0.45 

Pneumonia 

115 

1.36 

0.98 

0.89 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 


Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

57 

62 

55 

58 

under  2 years  of  age  ... 

5.  7 

7.  9 

3.  8 

11.  2 

Maternal  Mortality  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1.68 

d Not 
> avail- 

Not 

Not 

Others 

2.42 

avail- 

avail- 

Total 

4.10 

) able 

able 

able 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e. 

, Live  and  Still). 

Maternal  Mortality  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1.61 

d Not 

Not 

Not 

Others 

2.32 

> avail- 

avail- 

avail- 

Total  ...  ... 

3.93 

) able 

able 

able 

Notifications 

Puerperal  fever  ... 

3.60 

4.55 

2.76 

4.32 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

9.44 

11.14 

8.25 

11.89 

15 


f 

SUMMARY  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1935. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female. 

T otal 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

3 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

4 

5 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

6 

8 

14 

Other  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Syphilis 

1 

■ — 

1 

Gen.  paralysis  of  insane,  etc.  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Cancer 

17 

15 

32 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

3 

11 

14 

Heart  Disease 

...  31 

36 

67 

Other  circulatory 

12 

12 

24 

Bronchitis  ... 

5 

4 

9 

Pneumonia 

8 

10 

18 

Other  respiratory 

1 

— 

1 

Peptic  ulcer 

2 

— 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

— 

1 

Other  liver  diseases  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Other  digestive 

1 

3 

4 

Nephritis 

4 

5 

9 

Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  causes,  etc. 

6 

8 

14 

Senility 

1 

2 

3 

Suicide 

— 

2 

2 

Other  violence 

11 

5 

16 

Other  defined  causes 

13 

11 

24 

ANALYSIS  OF  DIPHTHERIA  FOR  THE  PAST  NINE  YEARS. 


Notifica- 

Under 

1 to 

tions 

One. 

5. 

1927. 

84 

1 

12 

1928. 

221 

— 

25 

1929. 

80 

— 

14 

1930. 

86 

— 

16 

1931. 

28 

— 

7 

1932. 

19 

— 

4 

1933. 

3 

— 

1 

1934. 

5 

— 

1 

1935. 

12 



2 

5 to  15  to  25  to  45  to 


15. 

25. 

45. 

65. 

Deaths 

65 

4 

1 

1 

8 

154 

28 

14 

— 

12 

51 

11 

3 

1 

8 

62 

3 

3 

2 

10 

12 

4 

3 

2 

4 

9 

3 

3 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

2 

6 

o 

Uj 

1 

1 

1 

DIPHTHERIA  (occurring  in) 

All  Saints'  Girls’  School 

St.  James’  Junior  Boys’  School 

St.  Nicholas’  School  ... 

St.  Margaret’s  School  ... 

Under  School  Age 

Over  School  Age  (domestic)  .. 

Over  School  Age  (at  work) 


1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 


Three  cases  were  removed  to  the  Infections  Diseases  Hospital. 
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Health  Visitors  Report  for  1935. 


To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  King  s Lynn. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  seventeenth  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1935. 

During  that  period  I have  paid  the  following  number  of 
visits  : to  children  under  one  month,  213  ; to  children  under  twelve 
months,  1,238;  to  children  under  five  years,  1,821  ; to  expectant 
mothers,  275  ; re  still-born  babies,  10  ; to  homes  of  eleven  foster 
children,  100. 

During  1935  the  children  I have  visited  have  been  singularly 
free  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Chicken  Pox. 

The  chief  trouble  among  them  is  Diarrhoea  which  still  seems 
to  be  prevalent : many  of  these  have  been  treated  at  hospital, 
or  by  their  own  doctor. 

Children  suffering  from  tonsils  and  adenoids,  or  needing  dental 
treatment  before  entering  school,  have  been  seen  by  Dr.  Burton 
and  through  her  sent  on  to  hospital  where  they  have  been  attended 
to. 

Three  children  have  returned  home,  after  receiving  treatment 
at  Beccles  Sanatorium. 

I have  visited  eleven  homes  for  foster  children  and  in  every 
case  I have  found  the  welfare  of  the  children  has  been  studied 
in  a most  remarkable  manner.  Their  beds,  clothing  and  feeding, 
the  provision  of  fire-guards  and  the  providing  of  holidays  is  most 
satisfactory. 

During  the  year  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  has  been  open  on 
each  Thursday  for  consultations  and  treatment  by  the  Medical 
Officer,  and  on  alternate  Tuesdays,  since  April,  1935,  for  Ante- 
Natal  work.  I have  attended  all  sessions  except  when  away  on 
my  annual  holiday. 

The  increases  in  the  visits  I have  paid  are  due  to  the  inclusion 
of  Gaywood  and  West  Lynn  in  the  Borough. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GILES. 


BOROUGH  OF  KING’S  LYNN. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the 
Borough  of  King  s Lynn. 

Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  37th  Annual  Report  of  the  work  done  in 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1935. 

I am,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  W.  SHAW. 
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Summary  of  Nuisances,  1935. 

Number  of  nuisances  dealt  with 

,,  ,,  notices  issued  (intimations) 

,,  ,,  complaints  re  nuisances 

,,  ,,  nuisances  remedied 


Defects 


Drainage.  found 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Blocked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Defective  ventilation  pipes  ...  ...  1 

Defective  gutters  and  rain-water  pipes  ...  5 


Water  Closet  Accommodation. 

Defective  Water  Closet  cisterns  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  ,,  buildings  ...  ...  3 

,,  ,,  ,,  pans  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  ,,  floors  ...  ...  1 

Absence  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  ...  ...  7 


Miscellaneous. 


Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

,,  skirting  boards  ...  ...  1 

,,  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

, , chimney  stacks  ...  ...  2 

,,  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  14 

,,  windows  and  frames  ...  ...  3 

,,  sash-cords  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  coppers  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  cooking  ranges  ...  ...  7 

,,  yard  paving  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulation  of  refuse  and  manure  ...  2 

Defective  and  damp  walls  ...  ...  3 

Keeping  of  animals,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  3 

Absence  of  ashbins  ...  ...  ...  43 

Defective  fire-grate  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  sundry  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  2 


219 

82 

115 

179 


Defects 

remedied 

2 

62 

1 

5 


4 

2 

1 

1 

7 


7 

1 

6 

1 

7 

1 

4 

3 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 
43 

1 

4 
2 


207 


179 


HOUSING. 


During  the  year  247  houses  comprised  in  Clearance  Areas  were 
inspected  and  detailed  reports,  etc.,  were  prepared  for  the  Local 
Inquiries  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

25  Individual  Unfit  Houses  were  also  inspected  and  detailed 
reports  presented  to  the  Committee  for  the  necessary  action  to  be 
taken. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION. 

Inquiries  were  made  with  reference  to  all  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  notified  ; 141  rooms  and  12  hospital  wards  were  disinfected, 
and  340  articles  treated  at  the  Steam  Disinfector. 

33  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  3 cases  of  Diphtheria  and  1 case 
of  Smallpox  were  removed  to  hospital. 


Slaughter-houses  and  Meat  Stores. 

2,009  visits  were  made  to  slaughter-houses  and  meat  stores, 
and  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  was  22,049.  The  majority 
of  the  animals  slaughtered  were  inspected. 

RAT  DESTRUCTION. 

All  complaints  as  to  rat  infested  premises  were  investigated, 
measures  were  taken  to  exterminate  the  rats  and  advice  given  as 
to  the  best  methods  of  ridding  the  places  of  them. 

The  National  Rat  Week  was  from  the  4th  to  the  9th  of 
November,  posters  and  pamphlets  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  setting  forth  methods  for  the  extermina- 
tion of  rats  and  mice  and  the  offences  under  the  Rats  and  Mice 
Destruction  Act,  1919,  were  freely  circulated  throughout  the  town. 
A fair  amount  of  interest  and  activity  was  shown  by  the  public. 

Premises  receiving  special  attention  by  the  responsible  persons 
were  King’s  Lynn  Docks,  Paul’s  Mill,  Warehouses,  etc. 

Poisoned  baits  were  laid  in  the  sewers  throughout  the  town 
especially  near  the  Docks  and  Shores  also  on  the  banks  of  the 
Purfleet. 

The  smoke  machines  were  freely  used  on  the  banks  of  the 
Gaywood  River,  Long  Pond,  Fisher  Fleet  and  Clarke’s  Dyke  ; also 
on  the  ash-tip  off  Hardwick  Road,  Proctor’s  Wharf  and  other  rat 
infested  premises. 

The  effect  of  these  activities  is  impossible  to  ascertain,  how- 
ever, I can  safely  say  that  several  hundreds  of  rats  and  mice  were 
destroyed. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  four  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough  are  regularly 
visited ; they  are  kept  in  reasonably  good  condition  but  strict 
supervision  has  to  be  exercised  over  the  places  to  keep  them 
in  order  as  required  by  the  Regulations. 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported  as  occurring  in 
any  of  these  houses  during  the  year. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION,  1935. 


The  following  meat  and  food  was  examined  during  the  year, 
viz  : — 


Beef. 

Whole  carcase  and  offal,  condemned  (Tuberculosis) 
Whole  carcase  and  offal,  condemned  (Oedematous) 
Whole  carcase  and  offal,  condemned  (Various)  ... 
Part  carcase  and  offal,  condemned  (Tuberculosis) 

Part  carcase,  condemned  (Various) 

Beasts’  offals,  condemned  (Tuberculosis)  ... 

Beasts’  offals,  condemned  (Various) 

Beasts’  heads,  condemned  (Tuberculosis) 

Beasts’  livers,  condemned  (Various) 


12 

2 

5 

3 
7 
9 

10 

5 

4 


Mutton. 

Whole  carcase  and  offal,  condemned  (Casualty)  ...  2 

Part  carcase  and  offal,  condemned  (Various)  ...  ...  1 

Sheeps’  livers,  condemned  (Various)  ...  ...  ...  2 


Pork. 

Whole  carcase  and  offal,  condemned  (Casualty)  ...  2 

Whole  carcase  and  offal,  condemned  (Various)  ...  ...  2 

Part  carcase  and  offal,  condemned  (Various)  ...  ...  1 

Pigs’  heads,  condemned  (Various)  ...  ...  ...  6 

Pigs’  offals,  condemned  (Various)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Miscellaneous. 

36  tins  fruit,  condemned  (Blown) . 

5 lbs.  cooked  ham,  condemned  (Decomposition). 
10  stone  codlings,  condemned  (Unfit). 

2 tins  cooked  ham,  condemned  (Unfit). 

24  tins  condensed  milk,  condemned  (Unfit). 


Casualty  Carcases  inspected  8C  passed  as  being  fit  for 


human  food. 


Beef 

Mutton 

Pork 


7 

11 

5 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  is  being  enforced  in  the 
Borough. 


Number  of  Cowkeepers  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  16 

,,  ,,  Cowkeepers  whose  premises  are  outside  the 

Borough  who  are  registered  as  wholesale 
purveyors  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

,,  ,,  Cowkeepers  whose  premises  are  outside  the 

Borough  who  are  registered  as  retail  purveyors  2 

,,  ,,  Cowkeepers  in  the  Borough  who  are  retail 

purveyors  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

,,  ,,  Retail  purveyors  on  the  register  ...  ...  45 

,,  ,,  Cowkeepers  in  the  Borough  who  are  wholesalers  6 

,,  ,,  Applications  and  notices  received  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Notices  were  sent  to  all  Cowkeepers  in  the  Borough  to  lime- 
wash  their  cowsheds  as  required  by  the  Order. 

Samples  of  milk  were  tested  with  the  sediment  tester,  and 
when  there  were  excessive  amounts  of  sediment  the  persons 
responsible  were  cautioned. 

Regular  inspections  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  is 
being  carried  out. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


There  are  96  Factories  and  268  Workshops  registered  in  the 
Borough  ; of  these  there  are  35  occupied  workshop  bakehouses  and 
4 factory  bakehouses. 

Regular  inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Home 
Workers’  premises  is  carried  out. 


Defects  found. 
Premises  to  be  limewashed 
Dirty  premises 

Absence  of  Sanitary  conveniences  ... 


Number  Number 
found,  remedied. 
10  10 

2 2 

2 2 


Outworkers. 

Number  of  outworkers  on  the  register — 35. 

Regular  inspection  of  these  premises  is  being  carried  out. 


Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

There  are  three  premises  registered  as  houses  let  in  lodgings, 
and  these  require  constant  supervision  to  prevent  overcrowding 
and  to  keep  the  premises  up  to  the  standard  as  required  by  the 
bye-laws. 
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Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 
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Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 

(a)  Passenger  traffic  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  passengers  inwards 
,,  ,,  ,,  outwards 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic: — 

Principal  Imports. 

Onions,  potatoes,  carrots,  peas,  etc.,  bulbs,  shrubs,  plants, 
etc.,  sugar  beet  seed,  fertiliser,  strawboards,  paper,  cordage, 
leather,  baskets  and  basketware,  timber,  hoopwood,  brooms, 
brushes,  middlings,  bran,  pollards,  glassware,  cotton  goods, 
enamel,  copper  plates,  sheets  and  tubes,  aluminium  sheets,  strips 
and  foil,  steel  plates,  shanks,  condensed  milk,  mineral  water,  wine, 
machinery,  cocoa,  butter  powder. 


Principal  Exports. 

Paint,  varnish,  motor  cycles  and  parts,  bicycles  and  parts, 
perambulators  and  parts,  animal  casings,  earthenware,  electro- 
plate ware,  coal,  dressed  leather,  hosing,  general  hardware,  stoves, 
horse  hides,  horse  meat  (fresh),  waterproof  cloth,  coated  paper, 
seeds,  beans,  peas  (dried),  machinery. 


(c)  Foreign  Ports  from  which  vessels  arrive. 

Pernau,  Rotterdam,  Hamburg,  Antwerp,  Huelva,  Trangsund, 
Leningrad,  Memel,  Gothenburg,  Delfzyl,  Groningen,  Bona, 
Bergen-op-Zoom,  Danzig,  Rouen,  Ymuiden,  Raumo,  Kemi. 


Source  of  Water  Supply. 

No  change. 

Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933. 

No  change. 


Measures  against  Rodents. 

The  majority  of  ships  entering  the  port  were  free  from  rats. 

The  Manager  of  the  King’s  Lynn  Docks  and  Food  distributing 
firms  take  a very  great  interest  in  rat  destruction  on  the  Docks. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  rats 
destroyed,  but  from  close  observations  made,  I am  convinced  that 
a considerable  diminution  of  rats  on  the  Docks  has  been  effected. 
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# 

Hygiene  of  Crews’  Spaces. 

The  majority  of  the  vessels  entering  the  Port  were  found  to 
be  clean  and  in  good  order,  and  no  nuisances  were  discovered. 

Food  Inspection. 

(1)  Occassional  inspections  of  imported  foodstuffs  are  made, 
but  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  under  any  of  the 
Regulations  relating  thereto. 

(2)  Shellfish. 

The  shellfish  beds  and  layings  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Eastern  Sea  Fisheries’  Board. 
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Health  Office, 

Town  Hall, 

King’s  Lynn, 

June,  1936. 

Canal  Boat  Inspector  s Report. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  report  that  12  inspections  of  Canal  Boats  were 
made  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1935,  and  that  the 
boats  in  each  case  were  found  to  be  in  good  order. 

I am,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  W.  SHAW. 


